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possibilities of peace. Together, we have it with-
in our power to turn the hope we share into
a history we will all be proud of.

So, to all of you, the people of Rotterdam
and all the Netherlands, let me say that this
celebration and its simple message, ‘‘Thank you,
America,’’ is a great gift to all of us. In turn,
I bring you a message from the American peo-
ple. For all that you have given to my country,
for all that you give to the world, for the exam-
ple you set that shines so far beyond your bor-

ders, America says, thank you, and God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. at Wilhel-
mina Pier. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Bram Peper of Rotterdam and his wife, Nelie;
Willem Alexander, the Prince of Orange; Prime
Minister Wim Kok of The Netherlands and his
wife, Rita; and Gustaaf Albert Sedee, who spoke
prior to the President.

Remarks Greeting the British Cabinet and an Exchange With Reporters in
London, United Kingdom
May 29, 1997

President Clinton. Thank you very much. Let
me say that, first, I’m very appreciative of the
honor of meeting with the entire Cabinet. And
I have watched with enormous interest the en-
ergy and vigor with which you have all taken
office and begun your work and the optimism
with which you pursue it. I saw you on television
last night being optimistic about peace in Ire-
land, which is an article of faith in my life and
household, so I like that. And I agree that it
is good for the United States to have a Britain
that is strong in Europe and strong in its rela-
tions with the United States.

These last couple of days, not only commemo-
rating the Marshall plan but asking the people
of Europe to think about how we should orga-
nize the next 50 years to try to fulfill the
unfulfilled promise of the people who envisioned
the Marshall plan and signing the agreement
between NATO and Russia, are part of the un-
folding effort to create within Europe a con-
tinent that is democratic, undivided, and at
peace for the first time ever. Europe has been
periodically at peace but never all democratic
and certainly never undivided.

And I see that as a way of organizing our-
selves to meet the real challenges of the 21st
century which will cross borders—terrorism, the
dealing with racial and religious differences, and
trying to minimize the extremist hatred that is
gripping so much of the world and the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and drug
trafficking and the common environmental

threats that will become a bigger part of every
government’s agenda for the next generation.

So this is a very exciting time. And I’m glad
to be here, and I thank you.

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

New Generation of Political Leaders
Q. Mr. President, you took office after 12

years of Republican rule in Washington. What
advice do you have for these Labour Party
members who have just taken office after so
many years of a different party in power? You
had some missteps at the beginning and prob-
ably want to share some of that advice. [Laugh-
ter]

President Clinton. I think they’re doing very
well. I’d like to have a 179-seat majority.
[Laughter] And I’m not going to give any advice;
I’m going to sit here and take it as long as
they’ll let me do it. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Blair. And I would like to
make sure that we have a second term in of-
fice—[laughter]—so I’ll take his advice, too.

Thanks very much, guys. You know there will
be a press conference, of course, later where
you’ll be able to ask questions.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, would you care to
share with us some of your thoughts about some
of the lessons you learned in getting elected
from President Clinton’s playbook, political play-
book?

Prime Minister Blair. Well, I’m sure we’ll
share lots of lessons together. But as I say, you’ll
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have an ample opportunity to ask us about them
later this afternoon.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:30 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 10 Downing
Street, prior to a meeting with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom in London
May 29, 1997

Prime Minister Blair. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. The President and I have
ranged over many subjects in the hours we have
had together, and we intend to continue those
discussions later today.

We’ve discussed Bosnia and our continuing
efforts to work together in addressing one of
the most pressing crises on the international
agenda. We’ve discussed, obviously, Northern
Ireland and our determination to do all that
we can to bring about the cease-fire that will
allow all-party talks to proceed in the best pos-
sible climate and that a cease-fire is genuine
and credible with all the parties there. We
agreed that NATO is and will remain the cor-
nerstone of Europe’s defense. And I was grate-
ful, too, for the President’s expression of con-
tinuing support on Hong Kong. We agreed, too,
that Britain does not need to choose between
being strong in Europe or being close to the
United States of America but that by being
strong in Europe we will further strengthen our
relationships with the U.S.

President Clinton will have more to say on
these and other issues in a moment. But we
agreed, too, and have for some time, that this
is a new era which calls for a new generation
politics and a new generation leadership. This
is the generation that prefers reason to doctrine,
that is strong in ideals but indifferent to ideol-
ogy, whose instinct is to judge government not
on grand designs but by practical results. This
is the generation trying to take politics to a
new plateau, seeking to rise above some of the
old divisions of right and left. It is what, on
my last visit to the United States to meet the
President, I described as the radical center of
politics.

The soil is the same, the values of progress,
justice, of a one nation-country in which ambi-
tion for oneself and compassion for others can

live easily together. But the horizons are new;
the focus and agenda are also new.

We discussed how this is the generation that
claims education, skills, and technology as the
instruments of economic prosperity and personal
fulfillment, not all battles between state and
market. This is the generation that believes in
international engagement, in our nations being
stronger by being open to the world, not in
isolationism. This is the generation that knows
that it will fall to us to modernize the New
Deal and the welfare state, to replace depend-
ency by independence. This is the generation,
too, searching for a new set of rules to define
citizenship for the 21st century, intolerant of
crime but deeply respectful and tolerant towards
those of different races, colors, class, and creed,
prepared to stand up against discrimination in
all its guises. This is the generation, too, that
celebrates the successful entrepreneur but
knows that we cannot prosper as a country un-
less we prosper together, with no underclass
of the excluded shut out from society’s future.
It’s a generation that puts merit before privilege,
which cares more about the environment than
about some outdated notion of class war. New
times, new challenges, the new political genera-
tion must meet them.

So yes, we discussed the pressing issues of
diplomacy and statesmanship and peace in trou-
bled parts of our world. But perhaps just as
important was our discussion of this new agenda
for the new world in which we find ourselves.
We agreed that our priority as political leaders
must indeed be education, education, education,
flexible labor markets, welfare reform, partner-
ship with business.

In Europe in particular, we need to reduce
long-term and youth unemployment, both of
which are unacceptably high. The U.S. has been
more successful in creating jobs, but it too faces
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